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wy ] fin of the Kinginn 1 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


His Grace Villiam, Lord Arch. Biſhop of Canterbury 
Thomas Lord Parker, Lord High Chancellor. 

Charles Lord Viſcount Townſhend, Lord -- N 
Evelyn Duke of Kingſton, Lord Privy Seal. 
John Duke of Argyle, Lord Steward. ba 


Thomas Duke of Newcaſtle, Lord Cine 


Charles Duke of Grafton, Lord Lieutenant of Iran 
Charles Duke of Bolton. 4 


William Duke of Devonſhire. 
John Duke of Marlborough, Captain General. 


John Duke of Roxbourghe, one of his Majeſty's A 
Principal Secretaries of State. A 


Charles Earl of Sunderland, fit ſt Commiſſioner of 
the Treaſury. 


James Earl of Berkeley, firſt Compmiſſionee of. the 
Admiralty. 


My Lords, 


8 5 VE firſt Reaſon for my 
38 T 2 preſuming to Addreſs the 
Kd Preſent Diſcourſe to your I 
Lordſhips (ee the Honour. 


— 


— n „ — * * * - — * - 
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Tie Dedic deut, 1 
of - being known to par is Fon, 


the particular Regard you have 
for the Publick Safety, in ha- 


ving order'd the very Ingenious 


And, Secondly, from the Con- 


ſideration of my being oblig'd 
(as a good Subject) to ame 


1 thin can be of any Uſe for 


the Publick Safety, and thus 


accordingly do moſt readily 


throw in my Mite ; more eſpe- 


cially, ſince having been in thoſe 
Parts where it always more or 


t—— — — 
6 


* Or ſome One of you, as that Ingenious — in- 


les 


forms us in his Treatiſe on that Subject. 


* Dr. R. Mead, to lay down 
ſome Rules by Way of Preven- 


tion from Peflilence. 


„ pop. fend nj} fb K #5 — A 


"2. FO Ws TE nw, * » 


leſs is, it may therefore reaſon- 


ably be expected I ſhould have 


ſomething to ſay on this Sub- 
qect. 


And, Thirdly, from my ha- 
ving ſome Time ago laid down 
Gn Propoſals for the common 
Safety, before two of the Great 
Patrons of the People, then Se- 
cretaries of State, tho? now no 
more in Being, and for which 
| Reaſon, it may now be more 
proper to fpare their Names; 
the Purport of which Papers 
were, That the Wealth and 
Strength of a Nation depended up- 
on — Health and Welljare of the 
People ; and that therefore there 

mould be a N Encourage- 


ment 


Jearcation. 


ment for the further * Improve- 
ment of Phyſick, for the great- 

er Safety of the People, with 
proper Judges of ſuch Improve- 
ments ; more eſpecially, ſince 
Phyſick has been ſo little im- 
prov'd, at leaſt, theſe two Thou- 
fand Years, ever lince the Time 


of Hi zppocrates- 


Ahe firſt of theſe Great diem, 
more latterly eXcus'd himſelf 
from this Affair, as a Thing mot 
belonging to him, tho' at "firſk 
he ſeem d to approve of the 
Intention; however, in a great 
m_ . attributed the N en 


1 * __ a * a. 4 — * 
— — — * „* — hed * — — oy 9 — : —— Cn — —_— 8 4 
ay- Mk : ” 


* This, bad 1 it been put in Practice, would ſtill have FA 


been more Uſeful, and anſwer'd all the Intentions of 
the. Counſel of Health, now fince found ſo abſolutely A 
neceflary to be eſtabliſh d in France, 


; 3 , f { 
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688 4 - 0 


er,  t. Ot 


6 


The Dedication. 


of this Affair to one under him, 
, Iwho, probably, might not repre- 
. [ſent it in that favourable Light 
ehe ought to have done, yet whe- 
ther occaſion d from private 
Views or otherwiſe, I know not, 

but certain it is, that the preſent 
ime plainly proves it to belong 
to ſuch ; nor would the Great 
Bacon have been of another 
if Opinion, ſince he writ his Phy- 
it [ficks when Lord High Chan- 
{& |cellor, and Lord Keeper of the 
je Seal of Great-Britain. 


at 
Ct 


The other Noble Perſon pre- 
_ [tended ſomewhat more, but did 
«ve as little, ſo that I was tir d as well 
ey as they, tho ſatisfy d within my 
of |{c1f J had done * Duty. I 


now 


The Dedication. 


now therefore, my Lords, do as yet 
offer theſe my preſent Thoughts 
to your Lordſhips for the Pub. 
lick Safety, tho how far your 
Lordſhips will approve of the 
fame, I know not, but it will be 
. ſufficient that your Lordſhips 
have at leaſt the Goodneſs to 


pardon, 


My Lords, 
Tour Lordſhi ps moſt Humble, 
and maſt Obedient Servant 


VL. . 


. 


1 H 


P R E F AC *. 


Un] 


Have little to ſay by Way of pre- 
face to this ſhort Diſcourſe, but 
that the Thoughts are, I think, 


moſtly new, and I hope there are no 
grols Errors in it as to Uſe or Opini- 
on; but if in Language, or other leſſer 
Faults, let the nicer Critics whet and 
exerciſe their Wit with ſuch, fince I 
muſt freely own, that to pleaſe them is, 
in my Opinion, downright Drudgery, 


thole extreamly labour'd Finiſhings be- 


ing only fit for the meaneſt Spirits, a 


Thing commonly much neglected by 


the Greateſt Maſters as below their 
Care, and ſcarce worth their Time; 


this is plainly obſerv'd in Painting, and 
no leſs in Writing, where the Thoughts 


are New, or great Invention 1n the 
T3» * 


I 
| 
= 
| 

| 

| 

ö 

| 

| 
" 
| 
i 
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ii Tze Preface.” 
Subject. In a Word, let it ſuffice, if 


right in the Main, it is but juſt 8 that 
ſome ſhould be at ſome Pains in Cor- 


It is an eaſy matter to pick out a Fault, 
yet probably not ſo ealy to write a bet- 


ter and leſs faulty Piece; in fine, the 
beſt way of Criticiſing, is to write a 


ſo material a Subject as the Publick 


Safety, nay; that the Publick even 


ſeems to require it from every good 


Subject, according to his greater or leſſer 


Abilities; yet if my Reader ſeem ſa- 
tisfy'd with what has already been ſaid 


upon this Subject, I am alſo fatisfy'd, 


but if he is not, he is welcome to what 
follows. 


N. B. As to the Opinion of Small and 
Great Pox breeding a Peſtilential Di- 


ſtemper, when in a hot Country, and | 
cloſely crouded up, which being a | 


Thought ſome what New, may accord- 
ingly be diſputed, it may not there- 
dne (+: tore 


better of their own, eſpecially when on 


y 
2 
; 
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ſuch Malady, together with Small-Pox, 


The Preface. um 
fore be amiſs I here obſerve on that 
Head to my Reader, that there are ſeve- 
ral. Maladies that frequently inflict hu- 
man Bodies, which are very near akin, 

and even much like to the French Pox, 
and yet not proceeding from the ſame 
Cauſe, but even from other Cauſes than 

that purely of Women; and Rill that 


may, or will have much the ſame Effect, 
ſo as to cauſe ſuch a malign and conta- 
gious Diſtemper, is not, I think, to 
be doubred ; and that different Coun- - 
tries and Conſtitutions do particular- 
ly and naturally produce different Di- 
ſtempers, more peculiar to ſuch, is alſo 
as certain. Yet that others do never 
produce them, is not to be allow'd. 


THE 


TH RE 


CAUSES of Peſtilence. 


AD Air (from many different Cauſes, 
as well as Peſtilence it felt ) unhealthy 
Aliment; and ſtill pejorated by Fullneſs of Li- 


ving. The Multiplicity and Crouding of many 


Animals together, with Naſtineſs and Cloſe- 
neſs of Living, commonly occaſion'd by Pover- 
ty. Small-pox, with foul and numerous Co- 
habiting, or Maladies like Lzes, and yet 
nut from Women, and a ſultry Seaſon. Thus 
che Air will become Unhezltity or even Ma- 


lign; as alſo by minera} Steams, ſfanding 


Lakes or Waters, alſo from Naſtineſs, as of 


Cadaverous Bodies after Battles, c. or an 


vw HRS et WW. TYW-..: 


= 


P 


unnatural Seaſon, and the Air not being duly 4 


purg'd by proper Winds. 
And thus the Diſpoſition thereto, from more 


or leſs of theſe Cauſes, whether in a Particu- 


lar, or in the General, may, I believe, juſtly. 
be reckon'd the worſt Part of this, as well as 
of moſt other Malad ies. 


A. W- & / 


A Meſlieurs, Meſſieurs de l' Aca- 
demie de Bourdeaux. 


Meſſieurs, 


| U:ſque vous avex demande au public 
IT (Comme nous en ſommes Informex 
par nos nouuclles) la Cauſe ou Origine de 
ta Peſtilence, je prens la Liberté de vous 
envoier mes Reflexions la deſſus, les You, 
le Mechant Air produit par bien de Cauſes 
|| diferentes auſſibien que la Peſtilence meſme. 
> || Mauvars Aliments; maniere de viure trop 

delicate,  Senſuclle ; trop de plenitude. 
Une ſoule d' Animaux trop ſerrex — 


ö 
* 
, 


toutes les autres. 


| / als ah 
* . R 
" EN | 
3 


la mal proprete de Viure. Sans Air ou 
dans un lieu trop ferme, Cequi vient ordi- 
narrment de la Pauvrete. La petite 
verole, avec le trop da Copulations diffe- 
rentes, ou des Maladies ſemblable en Na- 
ture au Lues Venerien quoiqu on ne tire 
pas leur origine de Femmes, une Chalcur 
euceſſve, ou une Sai ſon non naturelle, ' Ainfe 
FAir deuzendra Mechant & meme Malin, 
& auſſi par les Vapeurs des mincreaux ou 
des eaux Croupiſſantes, V auſſi de Ia pour- 


riture; comme des Corps cadaureus a- 


pres les Batailles, &c. ou Þ Air qui neſt 


pas aſſes purifie par le Vent. 


Aiinſſ la Diſpoſition a la Peſtilence par 


* 


plus ou moins de ces Cauſes ſoit en parti- 


culier ſoit en general, peut je Crots cre 


juſtement confideree comme la partie la plus 


mauvaiſe de cette Maladie auſſi bien que dt 


£ 


© Meſſicurs, voila les Reflexions ſimples 
V courtes que jay fais H que je miſe en 
votre langue qui me paroiſſent plus avanta- 


genes 


0 S 
5 


- 


vii 
geuſes au Public, © ft vous en pouves 


tirer quelque nvantage ceſt tout ce que 


| Meſſieurs, 
8 Londre, Je „ | : 
12” juillet, Votre tres Humble 
1721. 


et tres Obeiſent Serviteur, 


P. Kennedy. 


9 | 


Mes penſees font plus etandues 
7 dans le livre que jay ecrit ſur ce ſujet 
en notre Langue pour Puſage Public 
mais je ne ſcay pas ſi il merite la 
Traduction. 


Mon Adrefle e chez Monſieur Buſs, 
„ || Confecizoner in Jork-Buildings, London; 
ou Slaughter's Coffees houſe, St. Martin - 


Lane. 
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DISCOURSE 
an | 


5 O treatwell of a Diſtemper, 
z it leems neceſſary firſt to 
examine (by juſt Obſerva- 
tion) into the true and real 
Caules thereof; nor is it 
ſufficient in the Practice of Phyfick, or 
ſatisfactory to human Reaſon, only to 

tell us, T hat the Cauſe of Peſtilence (of 
which we now treat) is from God; even 
tho' Hippocrates, Galen, and ſome of 
B the 


9 


the greateſt of the Antients as well as 


Moderns have left it there; ſince the 


ſame may be faid of all Things, and 


conſequently is, in reality, to ſay no- 
thing at all; ſeeing nothing in particu- 
lar is determin d thereby, which is, in 
effect, a deſtroying of all manner of 
Philoſophy, Learning, and human Rea- 
ſoning. 

But be it (as we have already ſaid) 
univerſally granted (which none, [ hope, 
would be ſo profane as to diſpute) that 


the moſt Great and Almighty Being, 


the undoubted original Source and 
prime Cauſe of all natural Cauſes, and 
of the many various Mutations amongſt 
human Beings, be alſo here allow'd in 
this Particular to be the true original 
Cauſe, and that this moſt perſecuting 
Malady does altogether proceed from 
his divine Command ; yet 1s it, me- 


thinks, no Argument that therefore we 


are to ſearch no further, ſince he un- 


doubtedly operates by natural Cauſes, 


and that very particularly on human 
Bodies, and has thus endued us with 


human 


y —_ — — — — — — — 25. — AY 


A — 


„„ Frgad Lunn R 


« Þ -_ 

human Reaſon and Underſtanding to 
diſtinguiſh, judge, comprehend, and 
obſerve, by what Means and Mediums 
he performs his moſt divine Will; nay, 
and is even demonſtrably Plain, that he 
has often ſo bleſs'd the knowing and ju- 
dicious amongſt Men (as well as his 
more ſuperior Beings) ſo as to capaci- 
; tate them not only to defend themſelves, 
but even alfo their Fellow-Creatures 
from infinite Inconveniences (produc'd 
q by natural Cauſes) which muſt otherwiſe 
4 || neceflarily have fallen upon them, if not 
+ || thus happily prevented by the juſt In- 
terpoſition and Oppoſition of natural 
11 || { hingstonatural Things“. Thus then, 
fince the ſame may be {aid of all other 


— Diſtemper 85 Oc. (tho this may be more 
8 puzzling or intricate) it plainly then ap- 
„e | pears, that thoſe who leave it here can 
1. 80 no further ; ſo that it ſeems abſolute- 
Ss, * ly neceflary fome further Endeavours 
am”. e — 
th * So we find even Chriſt himſelf upon ſome Occa- 


ſions, made ule of, or advis'd natural Means, particular- 
an ly when he inclin'd not ſo much to prove himſelf by his 
more tniraculous Power. 


B 2 ſhould 5 


ſhould be made (than any yet has been) 


3 ; * 
4 - 


towards the more fully clearing of this 
Point, which for my own part, I ſhall 
here endeavour for the publick Satis- 
faction, according to my mean Capact- 
ty, in the moſt plain, eafie, and con- 
ciſe Manner that's poſſible. 

In order to which then, it ſeems ne- 
ceflary I ſhould firſt obſerve to my 
Reader, that the Word Plague ſeems to 
be a very general Word, and indeed 
Juſtly to be underftood in a very large 
Senſe, ſince very commonly ſo call'd 
and underſtood, when a multitude of 
People are ſwept off almoſt by any 
* Diſtemper, but particularly when 
ſuch as is not very common: Nor ſhall 
we even find that the Malady more 


properly called the Peſtilence, treated 


of by different Writers from different 
Times and Places, is in reality the 
ſame Diſtemper, their Accounts being 


greatly different, and which indeed 


re „1 


». 


* So as the Ifraelites and Ægyptians were when their 


Plagues came among them. 


may, 


their Country People, who retired 


n of their Feſtilence, by wm 


15 


may, I believe, very reaſonably be ac- 


counted for; but fince it {ſeems more 
requifite I ſhould immediately enter 
upon the true natural Cauſe of Con- 
tagion in general, I ſhall here then, as 
much as pofſible, endeavour to avoid 


ſuch Digreſſions. 


It ſeems very plain from Obſervation, | 
whither Antient or Modern, that the 
Plagues commonly complain'd of, have 
always happen'd 1n ſuch Places, and at 
Times when the Nation or People have 


been vaſtly numerous, or otherwiſe 


penn'd or huddled up in ſome: narrow 
Town, or Place, as Camp, Ship, Pri- 
ſon, Hoſp ital, or cloſe Houſe, Ve. 
This is very obſervable from Thuc -ydides's 
Account of that of Athens, viz. That 
the Athenians were then blockd up 
by an Army, and vaſtly crowded by. 


with their Goods into the Town for + 
Refuge. And the Athenians were ſo) | 
very Tenkble of this, that they greatly | 
blam'd their Prince Pericles as the chief 


161 
of the Country People to come into 
the Town. Nor is it leſs certain, that 
the Offspring of Jacob, as well as the 
yptzans, were now become vaſtly nu- 
merous when the Plagues and Peſtilence 
were ſent amongft * them. And the 
ſame, I believe, 1s as juſtly remarkable 
of thoſe in Feruſalem, when David 
number'd the People, c. So moſt 
great and long Sieges have had ſome 
fuch hke Misfortune attending them, 
not only thoſe among the Greeks and 
Antients, but likewiſe thoſe more late- 
ly, ſuch as of Germany, Naples, c. 
nor will it, J believe, be found leſs true, 
that the different Towns, in thoſe 
Countries where the Peſtilence has 
reignd, have generally, if not always, 
been found to be very populous at that 


> wy —— 
— * — — 


— _— — 


* Tt is certain that God upon thoſe Occaſions, even 
| feem'd to work his Puniſhments on theſe unhappy Peo- 
ple by natural Cauſes, whereas, no doubt, He might 
have done it by his Divine Command alone ; and if even 
the Iſraelites, with their Cattle, fared better than the 
Egyptians did, there might probably be much owing to 
the Almighty's Forefight, in ſeparating, and having 
plac'd them in the Land of Goſban, the beſt and healthi- 
eſt Country. P FI ent 


Time, 


SI 
Time. And when it was laſt in Lon- 
don, it was not only fo, but the Houſes 
and People were extreamly crouded 
and huddled up one upon another much 
more than at preſent. So the ſame, 
believe, may as juſtly be obſerv'd of 
Dunkirk, and Marſailes. 
Thus when a Nation is not thinn'd 
by the Sword, it is much to be fear'd, 
that amongſt a prolifick People, in long 
Peace, ſome contagious Diftemper 
do not neceſſarily ariſe to thin em, 
if not very duly prevented by the moſt 
juſt and wary Precautions of ſuch as 
rightly comprehend the true Cauſes of 
ſuch Misfortunes. Ia 
hut tho' the great and populous Ci- 
ties are the moſt ſubje& to ſuch conta- 
gious Maladies, and that Conſtantinople, 
(where the Peſtilence almoſt always 
reigns) as well as the other great 
Towns in Turky, which are extreamly 
full of People, are ſo (yet if urg'd) ſhould _ 
not pretend to deny that it may alſo be 
in ſmall Towns, or even Villages there. 
But then it is to be obſery'd without fo 
| much, 


Te } 


much regard to the many Families in 


thoſe Places, that even ſome one Houſe 
is, almoſt 45 it ſelf, ſufficient to raiſe 
a contagious Malady, occation'd by the 
numerous Family of Wives, Concu- 


bines, or Women Slaves, en Ser- 


vants 5 Children; ; together with their 


cloſeneſs of living, "whole Families are 
ſo pennd up, as rarely or ever to go 


abroad : nor are they allow'd but ſmall 
flits of Windows to their Rooms, and 
thoſe very high, and but on one Side 
towards the Court-yard. 

Thus the T artars by theie hurdling 

much together, Naſtineſs, and eating 
much Fleth, cannot well miſs of con- 
tagious Maladies amongſt them. 

Nor is it leſs obſervable, that even 
in Priſons, when crouded, the Conſe- 
= is either malignant Fevers, or 
| ſome other contagious Diſtemper which 

is there bred, and generally goes round 


weaker Miſerables there. 


even a Church Or Houſe if over croud- 
ed, 


infecting, and at faſt carry ing off the 


Nay, is it not further obſervable, that 


9] 


ed, tho but for an Hour or two, parti- 


cularly if by naſty People; that ſome 


of the weaker, or more delicate, (ſhall 
ſuffer as by faintings, Epileptic Fits, Oc. 

Nor is it much leſs remarkable a- 
mongſt Cattle, Bees, and other Inſects 
or Animals, than a mongſt human Crea- 
tures, that when over numerous and 
crouded, there accordingly comes à Rot, 
or Mortality amongſt them. 

But tho” this to me ſeems to be a very 


principal, if not the very principal 
Cauſe of all general Contagion, yet is 


it not to be deny'd, that bad Air, the 


creaſe of this Fuel. 


There have of late been ſome Wriz . 


ters, who ſeem to labour hard to prove, 
that the general Cauſe of Contagion is 
from ſome Inſect bred in the Air, tho 
whether an Inſect, Atom, or other 


| Body ſeems. not only difficult abſolutely | 


to determine, (becauſe not of Magni- 
tude ſufficient for our Senſes to diſcover) 


but it ſeems even as unneceſſary to the 


„ ron 


Weather, the Seaſon, Nouriſhment, Nr er 
will all very much contribute to the In- 


[@o} 


preſent Purpoſe, whether one or t' other 
that does this Miſchief, the proper Que- 
ſtion being rather of the true original 
Cauſe thereof, the manner of Preven- 
tion, or laſtly the Cure, rather than the 
being ſo very inquiſitive either about 
its Name or Kind, 
That even when in the Air it has 
originally been gender'd, and did pro- 
ceed from inferior Bodies, is not, I 
think, much to be doubted ; yet that it 
| ſhould always be from animal Bodies, is 
what I donot pretend to aflert ; neither 
do J abſolutely affirm, that the croud- 
ing of many People or Animals toge- 
ther, all equally ſtrong and healthy 
(if that can be {uppos'd) would never- 
theleſs occaſion ſome malignant Diſtem- 
per; but certain it is, that the differ- 
ent Maladies which ſome one or other 
of theſe Particulars are troubled with, 
the Complication of ſuch malign Atoms 
as will neceſſarily come from theſe Bo- 
dies, which, together with the unnatu- 
ral Warmth there, and Diſpoſition of the 
Air, may very reaſonably occaſion ſome 


con- 
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contagious Malady, and which will ac- 
cordingly go round, firſt affecting the 
weaker, and that moſt ſeverely. 
Nor 1s it to be doubted, that bad Air, 
or want of freſh Air, noxious Effluvia's, 
or bad Nouriſhment, Vc. will very 


much contribute to the Increaſe and 
pejorating of this Malady, as well as 


that of all others; yet certain it is, 


that for want of ſuch proper Menſtruum 
or Fuel to feed the Flame, the contagi- 
ous Malady thus extinguiſhes; of which 


many * Inſtances might be brought more 


fully to prove the fame, both as to this 
as well as other malign Diſtempers, did 
J not think the Reaſonableneſs of the 
Aſſertion ſufficient of it ſelf. 


Thus from the more malign and pu- 
trid Diſtempers, ſuch as Small-pox, as 


» 


1 


* Sir Richard Steel told me an Inſtance of one who came 
from Muſcovy to Amſterdam with a Plague, Blotch, or 
Buboe upon him, without any ill Conſequence to the In- 
habitants; probably, the Time of Year, Air, or Naſti- 
neſs, did not contribute to feed it. Many other ſuch 
like Inſtances might be brought both here and elſe- 
where, but it is certain it muſt ſpend it ſelf ſome- 
where, in ſome Time, or Place. 
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* Yi 
well as great ſpotted Fevers, Fluxes, Vc. 
Contagious Maladies will neceſſarily 
ariſe, and whoſe Effects will be more 
or leſs ſudden, according as thoſe Mala- 
dies from which. the contagious Malig- 
nity does originally proceed, are more 
or leſs Acute or Chronical. 

That the Peſtilence more commonly 
obſerv'd under the more frequent Ap- 
pearance of that in I urkey, ſeems in re- 
ality to me to be no other than a down- 
right Complication of Small and Great 
Pox together; and this is more particu- 
larly confirm'd from theſe Diſtempers, 
eſpecially the firſt, being ſo very frequent 
amongſt them, and do there indeed even 
look upon the Small-pox but as the 
younger Brother of the Plague; and that 
thoſe who have either one or t'other 
once, rarely or never have the ſame 
twice; ſo when we alſo conſider their 
very libidinous and cloſe way of living, 
as alſo obſerving the Symptoms both of | 
one and t'other, there ſeems no great 


room (methinks) to doubt of the Opi- 


nion J here advance. Add to this, that 
177 EP; Small- 
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Small-pox * and Peſtilence are almoſt e- 
qually contagious, or that probably the 
former 1s yet the more catching of the 
Two; and thus it is, that now of late 
they have got a Practice of engrafting 


or communicating the more kindly ſort” 


of the ſaid Diſtemper (to ſuch as have 


not yet had it) by way of Prevention. 


But fince here I have given my Opt- 
nion of the Nature and Cauſe of Peſti- 
lence, it may alſo be reaſonably ex- 
pected 1 ſhould ſay ſomething likewiſe 
of the Origine and Cauſe of Small as 


well as Great + Pox, as alſo of Fevers, 


which ſtill accompany the ſaid Mala- 
dies; eſpecially ſince there has hither- 
to been ſo very little ſaid any way ſatis- 


factory, either on the Subject of Small- 


pox or Fevers, any more than on Peffi. 


2 .—— — ee OE” 


* In ſeveral Parts of the Highlands of Scotland, as 
well as in the mountainous Parts of Italy, they infect 
the Children on purpoſe with the Small-pox, by rub- 
bing them with a kindly ſort ; but as to the Turkiſh 
manner of engrafting them, I have given a particular 


Account thereof in my Treatiſe on External Remediec. 


+ That the venerial Malady is engender'd by Multi- 
tudes and Naſtineſs 1s well enough known. = 


lence ; 
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lence; yet to enter into'a methodical 
Detail of the Origine and Cauſe of theſe 
Diftempers, would probably thus lead 
me into molt others, which would ex- 
tend this Diſcourſe to a farther length 
than I at preſent intend, beſides the 
nique I run of a foule of Antagoniſts 
againſt me, vix. of thoſe who are not 
of the Profeſſion, as well as thoſe who 
are ; the former leaving it to the latter 
as the better Judges, and theſe (gene- 
rally) rather carping according as they 

imagine their Intereſts to lead them, 
than according to their good Judgment, 
and unbyaſs'd Reaſon; and yet howe- 
ver dangerous to oppoſe the publick 
Voice, l have reſolv d (valet, quantum vale- 
e poteſt) thus in ſome meaſure to ſatisfy 
the curious, by a Hint which is ſufficient 
to the knowing, and it is this“, I bat Liſe 
appears to mie to be no other than a certain 
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* But if 3 it's diodes, that a Flaccidity, Relaxation, or 
Dilation of ſome particular Parts is no Obſtruttion - I 
ſay it is occaſion'd by one, but if it be alledg'd that this 
was what they knew before, to this I have little to ſay, 
bat that then there ſeems the leſs to do. 


circu- 


circulating Nirade or continued Rotatiak 


produce a very contagious Malady, in 
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and Mutation of one T bin into another, and 
that the impeding and inderance thereof 


in ſome Pari o. ot ber of the Mac bine, 15 
what we term a Diftemper 8 


Whereas 
the total Ceſſation and Deprivation of that 


Motion is Death. 
Thus then in this Manner moſt Di- 
ſtempers may eaſily enough be account- 


ed for, nor is there, methinks, much 


room to doubt that the Com plication of 
Small and Great Pox will peceflacſly 


ſhort, the worſt of Peſtilence; and hich 
will appear to produce quicker or flower 
Effects upon the Perſon. afflicted, aer 
cording to the natural Healthfulneſs 6f 

the Conſtitution, the Strength of ro 
ture to throw out the Malady, with 


the other Accidents of Air, Nouriſh- 


ments, Hc. And thus that the Malady 
muſt lie on the Bowels and noble Parts 


of the weaker and more fickly Part of 


Mankind, without being thrown out 
for want of Strength of Nature, fo that 


Multitudes muſt thus periſh, even of- 


ten 


[26] 


ten tho aſſiſted by proper Remedies, is 


undoubtedly true. 

As to the Manner of our being, for- 
merly infected, the Accounts are differ- 
ent ; nor do 1 find that Aſſertion juſt, 
or of any great Validity, of its being 
brought from Turkey, ſince it is well 
known, that this Malady had, at that 
time, run through moſt parts of Zu- 
rope before it came unto us, and was 
indeed brought over from Holand, as I 
am credibly inform'd. Captain Flod, | 
who lived in that time, very juſtly and 
reaſonably affirms it to have happen'd 
from the fick Priſoners in our Sea En- |. 
gagement with the Dutch, and that it | 
broke out at firſt in Clare-Market ; tho”, 
as he ſays, the common Report at that 
time was, that of its being brought 


* over by Cotton from Holland: but the 


former to me appears to be the moſt 
conſiſtent with Reaſon ; yet, whether 
one or tother; tis plain 'twas wafted 
over the ſhort Paſſage from t'other Side, 
and not brought ſo far as from Turkey, 
and of which, indeed, ] do not find any 

n 
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juſt Inſtance to be rely d on not of all 


the Ships that have ever come from 
thence to England, even tho' there in 


time of the Pigs; ; nor from the Weſt- 


Indies, where alſo a contagious Malady 


frequently | is, no not e'en from Barba- 
ry, Which is "much nearer than either, 

and where the Plague as frequently is as 
in Turkey, and where the Ships alſo 
have 3 Cotton, and undreſs'd 
Hides, Wc. from thence. But that in 


Tealy, and the South Parts of France or 


Spain, they find themſelves under more 
Danger there from theſe Places cannot 


be ſtrange, both from the Warmth of 


their Climates, as well as their Nearnefs 
to each other; fince to be wafted over 
to them, as from Holland or France to 
us, in one Day, two or three, or at moſt 
a Week's time; but that from Turkey 

to England requiring fix or eight Weeks 


Paſſage, the brick Winds towards the 


North, and continual change of Cli- 
mate and Air, than which latter, no- 
thing is more Elaſtic, Subtile, and Pe- 
netrating; Me cannot, methinks, there- 
D fore 


[x0] 
fore ſeem ſtrange, if hitherto we can- 
not juſtly ſay, that we have received 
any Damage from thence ; yet that that 
which has not been may be, is what I 
| ſhall not diſpute, or that we are not to 
take all juſt Precautions towards the 
Prevention thereof is what 1 pretend 
not to advance, but to conſider things 
as they really are, and to take our Pre- 
cautions accordingly F. 
That in Turkey, the Peſtilence and 
Small Pox, as well as Great, ſhould prove 
yetleſs dangerous than with usand other 
Europeans, cannot ſeem ſtrange (een 
.tho' living in a warmer or more ſultry. 
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* As to the Burning of Ships and Merchandize by 
way of prevention, I can only obſerve, that that is a 
Practice has never yet been found neceſſary in Italy, c. 
tho' they are otherwiſe ſo extreamly cautious of this 
Malady ; which were they to do, they would ſoon burn all 
the Ships and Merchandize belonging to their Country, 
(ſince 11 coming from infected Places) by Sed 
they behoved ſoon to be begger'd and ſtarv'd. I ſhall 
only ſay then, that tho' we are to take all juſt and rea- 
ſonable Precautions, yet are we not, by a ſuperſtitious 
Nicety, or too timarous Scrupuloſities, to run into ſuch 
unwarrantable 2nd unprecedented Methods, as either to 
burt or deſtroy us another Way, as by endleſs Taxes, or 


otherwiſe, We. | 9 1 
Climate 


[19] 


Climate) when we do but conſider their 


more natural healthful Conſtitutions, 


their great Abſtinence from Wine, nei- 


ter eating much Fleſh, ſcarce any F iſh, 


and in a Word, their Sobriety i in gene. 


ral, ſo that they cannot be oppreſt with 


ſuch a load of Humours, as is common 


to Us. 4 
Thus then if we duly coiifider what 


has been ſaid, we ſhall find the conta- 
gious Maladies moſt commonly to rage 
amongſt a crouded and penn'd up Herd 
of Creatures, who by Poverty do wallow 


in their Dirt and Naftinels ; and this 


too being accompany'd with bad Air 
and Nouriſhment, if it has not as yet 


the full Effect to occhi and to breed 


a contagious Malady of it ſelf, > Jer at 


leaſt ways ſuch poor miſerable People 


will be much more liable, and their Bo- 


dies more diſpos'd to receive, harbour, 


and nouriſh the malign Atoms of a con- 


tagious Malady, than any elſe. And 


from hence it is plain then that Tempe. 


rance, Cleanlineſs, and good Air, are the 


beſt Preſcrvatives againſt any ſuch Mrsfor- 


tune. D'2 And 
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And now here it may not be im- 
proper I ſhould ſay ſomething as to the 
publick Fires in the Streets, and the 
Firing of Guns by way of Purefaction 
and Rarefaction of the Air, which ac-. 
cordingly has caus'd ſome Diſpute as to 
the Qualities and Uſe of Fire in ſuch 
Caſes, in which both ſeem right, and 
yet both wrong as to this Particular; 
which is, that the Fire in it ſelf is good 
to correct and purify Malignity, yet 
has, as it has been experienc'd, but bad 
Effects in all ſuch Caſes, For tho*, as 
we have ſaid, it naturally Purifies, yet 
on ſuch Occaſions, by over heating of 
the Air, it thus opens the Pores of the 
Contagious, as well as other Bodies, 
and thus plentifully ſending forth the 
malign Steams of the infected, ſud- 
denly cauſes a more uni verſal-Contagi- 
on, and ſo likewiſe by ſuch malign Air, 
ſoon makes an end of ſuch as were near 
it before. . 5 
I have already obſerv'd the cloſe li- 
ving and crouded manner of the Turks, 
which however, were it accompany'd 
| | with 


[2 


with all the other degrees of Naſtineſs 
and Intemperance ſo common to us other 
Europeans, they behoved undoubtedly 
to die in infinite Numbers to what they 
at preſent do. But their Sobriety in li- 
ving, with their continual Waſhing and 
Bathing, is no doubt of great Uſe to 
'em, not only as to Peſtilence, but ſo 


likewiſe in all the other Maladies 


which have Affinity therewith. 
That there are or may be Inſtances 


among the Antient Romans, of ſome 


general Sickneſſes either in Town, or 
in their Camps, is what is probable 
enough; yet that there is any Inſtance 
among em of what we more properly 
call Peſtilence, is ſomewhat more doubt- 
ful, nor ſcarce any ſuch thing known 
amongſt em as either Small or Great 
Pox, or at leaſt not till towards the 
Time of Tiberius, that they were ſo Po- 
pulous, Luxurious, and Libidinous; and 
who then, in himſelf, ſeems to give 
ſome ſuſpicions of the latter Malady. 
Moſt of what the Latins, whether * Po- 


* Ovid and Virgil have it from Lucretius. 
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ets, or others, ha ve ſaid upon this Sub- 
ject, ſeems to ha ve been borrow'd from 
Thucydides, Hippocrates, or Lucretius, 
and which latter, has it from the for- 
mer; even Galen ſays little elſe on that 
Head, than what is borrow'd from Hip- 
pocrates ; tis true indeed, as we are in- 
form'd, there was a ſomewhat general 
Sickneſs in “ Galen's own Time, bcca- 
fion'd by a Famine or bad Food, which 
however I do not find to have been at- 
tended with the common Peſtilential 
Symptoms, or if there are other In- 
ſtances of that Diſtemper having been 
amongſt them, it will, I believe, be 
found to have been at a Time, when 
Cleanlineſs, and particularly the Uſe of 
publick Baths was not ſo much among 
'em, as in Auguſtus and Nero's Time. 
There was much, no doubt, owing 
to the Sobriety of the Antient Romans, 
the Spaciouſneſs of their Buildings +, 


* Thus even likewiſe in Galen's Time, who lived un- 
der Marcus Antoninus, publick Baths were nothing near fo 
much in Uſe as they had been. 11 


+ Their cool Halls for Refreſhment, which were ge- 
nerally towards their Gardens. See Palladio's Architecture. 


their 


Cleanlineſs, ſpaciouſneſs of Place, not ma- 
ny People hudled togetber, with good 
Air, are the beſt Preſervatives againſt the 
Plague, and without which, all will be 


I 81 
their Forums, Streets, and publick 
Places, and 1n particular to their pub- 


lick * Baths to preſerve them trom 
common Contagion, ff: Rear 


From all theſe Conſiderations then, 


7 


of little Uſe, even Phyſick it ſelf. 


Thus by the ſame Rule then, in ge- 
neral Contagion, it ſeems abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that the Number ot People 
ſhould be leſſen'd, fince we rarely or ever 
do find it, as has been obſerv'd, but in 

crouded, narrow, or penn d up + Places, 


* Heron, Mercurialis on this Head. And Juvenal ob- 
ſerves their Bathing for a Quadrans or three fourth 
Parts of a Farthing, and Boys or Girls for nothing, Nec 
Pgeri credun t niſi qui nondum ære lavantur. See the Intro- 


duction of my Eſſay on External Remedies. 


I The City of York, for many Tears much depopulated, 
was obſerv'd not to have been troubled with the Plague, 
even when here in London, and in many other Places 
of Great. Britain. Nay, the Honourable Mr. T. Jenkins, 
preſent Member of Parliament for that City, very par- 
W. a N ticularly - 


and 
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and rarely or ever obſerve it after great 
War, but rather long Peace, unleſs 
brought by a fickly Army, &c. And 
thus it is that we obſerve, when a 
Townis extreamly thinn'd, the Malad y 
then naturally ceaſes, and not before; 
ſo that Nature her ſelf ſeems to require 
ſuch Relief 

Thus then if a Government have 
not Occafion or Uſe for Soldiers, as to 
make War, Oc. it ſeems then very pro- 
er, that in ſuch general Calamity, the 
Town fhould be thinn'd, whether by 
Lot or otherwiſe, particularly of the 
more Neceſſitous, becauſe of their Naſti- | 
neſs, Oc. fo as to be oblig d at leaſt to 
remove, tho to Places according to their 
Choice, or as is found moſt convenient 
by the Majority, or the Publick ; whi- 
ther to form new Colonies or Towns 


in the Remoter or more may Parts, 


=. 
— — 


ricularly inform 0 me of the Duke ws 8 of York, 
their coming downfrom London in the Time of the laſt Plaone, 
with their whole. Court or Retinue, which, as he juitly 
obſerves, could not well conſiſt of leſs than two or three 
Hundred Perſons ; and remain'd there, in that City, the 
three hotteſt Months of the Summer. 


either 
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to this, it might not likewife be imprd. 
per (in general Contagion) even tothrowy 


down the old and crouded little Streets 


and Buildings, as well as in Fire, fo to 
make a more open and free Air where it 
ſeems to be wanted; and even in a 
crouded Town, to open Paſſages for the 
free Air as much as is poſſible convenient= 
ly to be done. And thus it were much 
to be wiſh'd, that in the building of all 
new Towns, as well as in the reform- 
ing of old ones, that great regard were 
had to the Freeneſs of the Paſſages for 


the better Egreſs and Regreſs of the Air. 


As to the Sick People, if they could 
conveniently be carried out of Town, 


ſo as to be in Tents in ſome proper 


Place or Places, it would undoubtedly 
much reheve a Town or Camp; and, I 


think, for many very good Reaſons, 


might likewiſe be of great Uſe to the 
Sick; or ſuch as might not find this pro- 
per, or would chooſe to ftay in Town, 
1 would then at leaft adviſe that ſuch 
Sick ſhould rather be placed. in the up- 
„ +4 per 
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r part of the Houſe rather than in the 
lower, both for their own ſakes as well 
as that of others not yet affected, fince 
the malign Steams will thus more readi- 
ly be carried off, and conſequently of 
leſs danger to thoſe below, yet well ; 
than if placed above the Sick. Add to 
this, that if it were poſſible in ſuch 
Caſes to invent ſome proper Wind Ma- 
chines, whether as Mills or otherwiſe, 
ſo as but to draw Wind even on the 
Tops of Houſes, or at the Ends of 
Streets or publick Paſſages, I am well 
perſuaded it would more effectually 
carry off the malign Atoms, and be of 
much more Ufe than publick Fires. 
Nor can there any Thing (I am fully 
perſuaded) be more uſeful to the Sick 
or others, than publick and trequent 
Bathings in general Contagion. 
The cleaning of the Streets, and 
yet more particularly the Smaller, 
where the Poor moſtly live, and which 
are fo full of Naſtineſs, cannot but be 
of great Uſe, nay, even if in danger- 
ous or at particular Times, ſmall Pre- 
miums | | 
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miums were order'd to be given by the 


Publick to the poorer Sort of ſuch” as 
kept their little Habitations the -moft 


neat-and clean, according to their Cir- 
eumſtances, might probably be of good 
Uſe. Nor can 1 think, but that in 
Times of Danger, either Fountains, or 
at leaſt opening Fire Pluggs frequently 


to waſh the Streets, muſt alſo be of very 
great Uſe, not only i in cleaning of theſe, 
but in cooling alſo of the Air. 

As to the Uſe of Medicines, that I 


believe is the leaſt conſidernb in ſuch 


general Calamities, not only that Phy- 


lictans cannot juſtly pretend to attend 
one fiftieth Part of the Sick as they 


ought to do, but that the Medicines 
cannot take away the original Cauſes; 


and that this is but too true, is well 


confirm'd, not only from antient, but 


likewiſe from Modern Accounts, as 


from I hucydides, and Marſeilles, where 
the Phyſicians died, among the firſt-; 


where, at Athens, as the aforeſaid Au- 
thor tells, the Contagion ſeem'd to 
contemn their Art. And 'Matthens 
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Fillanus, in his Account of the Plague in 


Tah, obſerves, that ſome Phyſicians 
there from a Greedineſs of Gain at that 


time, pretended. to attend. the Sick, who 


in the interim pay d their Lives for their 
Avaricious Proceedings, 

Yet ſince Phyfick may be omeWay 
helpful, and yet more particularly as 
the, Contagion abates, it may be ne- 
ceſlary, and particularly. ſatisfactory to 
ſome, I ſhould at leaſt ſay ſomething 
in that Way, which, however, ſhall be 


as ſhort and general as may be, fince 


ſhort and general Rules are molt uſeful, 

and only to be obſery'd in ſuch general 
1 in a Word then, * Cardiacs, 
+ Bitters, and || Alexipharmics, | in gene- 


ral are good, tho' I believe nothing can 


be of more general Uſe by way of 
Medigire, than dome Dr (F PAT 
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* Pyr nen 48 as N. utmegs, Mace, . Oc. 
1 Myrrh, Wormwood, Rue, Se. Alexipharmics, 
Things which gently throw out the Humours from the 
Cents, As to the Uſe of Tobacco ſo much recomend- 
"ed by ſome, i it may alſo be good, tho Smoaking becauſe 


af the Heat, is not, I think, to be much approy'd or, 
ef i in maiſt Places. 


larly 
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larly in a Morning) of the Balſam of 
Sulphur Terebinthinated, or indeed moſt 
ſulphurous Medicines, ſince ſuch-wall 
much aſſiſt to throw out the Humour, 
and help to defend the nobler Parts. 

And now I have little elſe to add at 
preſent, than that* if the - foregoing © "| 


Rules J have laid down ſhould be look'd 


upon as too difficult to put in Practice, 
let them confider that extraordinary 
Evils require extraordinary Remedies, 


and without which an extraordinary 


Cure 1s not to be perform'd ; and which 


particularly, I think, 1s very fully'con 


firm'd from the fixth Aphoriſm of Hip- 
pocrates (tho' there it may more parti- 


cularly ſeem to be meant in ſpeaking of 


common Medicines) when he ſays, A 


extremos Morbus cætrema exquifite remedia 


Optima. 
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. POSTSCRIPT. 


8 1 thought altogether to "ws 
"A avoided, or at leaſt as much as 
able the Claſhing with any other 
Writers on this Subject, yet 1 find I 
cannot with Juftice to the reſt of Man- 
kind, paſs by that miftaken Thought 


(in 1 my Opinion) of that otherwiſe ſo 
ingenious and learned Perſon Dr. R. 
Mead, viz. That Peſtilence is only com- 


municable by the Tactus, or Touch, and 


not by the Air; I am therefore, I ſay, 
forry, if I muſt neceſſarily conſider this 


25 one of the moſt conſiderable Errors 
that methinks can well be made on that 


Subject, ſince it is ſo certain, and I be- 
lieve obſervable enough by every one, 
that the malign Steams of the Small- pox 

alone, 
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do any Damage, is not, I think, ſo 
2 abſo- 


alone, is ſufficient to infect and fill that 
Part of the Air or Atmoſphere imme- 
diately around the Perſon inflicted, or 
that Room, ſo as that many who come 


there will be infected thereby, and 


ſome, even by only entring of the very 
Houſe, if not even at or near to the 
Door; which different Parts, particu- 
larly within, will accordingly have 
different degrees of Danger, and will 
couſequently affect Perſons more or 
leſs, as they are more or leſs diſpoſed 
to receive or nouriſh ſuch Malignity. 
Now that Peſtilential Steams ſhould, or 
will alſo affect the circumambient Air, 
particularly near to the diſeaſed, is not, 
I think, to be doubted, and that where 


the Peſtilence rages, and is accompany d 


with great Mortality, the whole Air 
thereabouts muſt, unqueſtionably, be 


| filled with ſuch contagious Steams. Now 
how far ſuch Steams or malign Parti-- 


cles do extend themſelves, are carried, 
or are diſſipated ſo as not to be able to 
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abſolutely to bedetermin'd, or, perhaps, 


is plain, that the nearer we are to the 


doubt thereof if we do but conſider the 


be of no ill Effect. Thus by the Cut-| : 
. 5 ting, 
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ſo very neceſſary; yet this, methinks, 


Contagion, or the more numerous the 
malign Bodies are, that is, the more 
we are ſurrounded by the ſtronger 
Steams of malign Atoms, the more 
Danger we ſhall conſequently be in, yet 


that ſome People may eſcape, even tho 


in the middle of the thickeſt of em, 


by natural Strength of Body, Tempe- 


rance; Cleanlineſs, &c. is not to be 
doubted; and yet that others by their 
ill diſpoſition of Body, Air, Intempe- 


rance, Naſtineſs, Hc. may be affected, 
and even die of it at a much preater | 
Diſtance, where the malign Steams are 


much leſs numerous or powerful, 1s 
likewiſe as certain. And this is fo true, 
that there will be but little room to 


vaſt Misfortunes that often happens to 
fome People from the moſt inconſidera- 
ble Cauſes, or which, to others, would 
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more particularly confirm'd from an 
Account I remember a very elderly Re- 


lation of mine uted often to tell, when 


J my ſelf was a Boy of about Twelve 
Years of Age ; which was, that when 
the Peſtilence was at Aberdeen in Scot- 


land, where the ſaid Perſon then lived, 


it was then a general receiv d Maxim, 


and obſerv'd by all, never to go to the 


Leeward of ſuch as had or were ſu- 


ſpected of the Plague, ſo to avoid the 
malign Atoms, being thus blown to- 
wards them by the Wing. 

I cannot likewiſe but obſerve here, 


. to the C Wee of the afore- 
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fited by 3 and which ſome Places alli not miſs, 


f 


articularly thoſe near Lendon, at leaſt to have People 


fection of the Air for ſeveral Miles together, any one 
may eaſily be ſenfible thereof who comes near London, 
particularly on ſome Sides thereof, having been ſome 
time in the Country; and that this is pejorated by conta- 


”= Maladies, and even thus alſo ſpread by the Winds, 


s not; I think, to be doubted. 
I have been credibly inform'd, that in ſome Parts. of 
Surrey, 25 Miles diſtance from London, ſome Country 


| Folks there will obſerve to you of their ſmelling London, 


the Wind then being in ſuch a Corner, 
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equentl $0 ing and coming to them; but as to the In- 
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ſaid ingenious Perſon, that Plagnes, 


and probably even Peſtilence it Telf, 


ſeems to be the Growth of moſt, if not 


all Countries, tho' more common to 


ſome than to otherſome, as to thoſe 
of the hotter rather than to thoſe of the 
colder Climates, where it more —＋ 
happens; and poſſibly when it does, 


for the moſt part brought there, whe. 


ther by the Winds. or otherwiſe 4 and 


yet why it ſhould more particularly 


reign among the Ir, and great 
Parts of Aſia and Africa, eſpecially that 
Part call'd Barbary, may be obſerv'd 
from what has already been ſaid in 


ſpeaking of theſe People. That is, 


from their cloſeneſs of living, with 
that of their Families being ſo very 
numerous, their libidinous and ſeden- 


tary lives; nay, even poſſibly many of 


their particular Cuſtoms may, in ſome 


meaſure, contribute to the engendring 
of particular Diſtempers, fince, cer- 


ain it is, that Cuſtoms, whether In- 


dulgence, want of Exerciſe, or Wer 


- übes even da our very V Na 


, le. 


Wag 


and ſuch chan ge © Nature, no 


will accordingly make our Bodies more 


liable to produce different Diſtempers, 
fince different Temperaments and Crea- 
tures, do likewiſe produce different 
Diſterpers, whether proceeding alto 


gether from Climate, Cuſtom, Nouriſh- 
ment, or otherwiſe. 


To conclude, Contagion I think in 


it ſelf, more particularly copfiſts in the 
Diſpoſition thereto, whether in the 


Body in particular, or Society in gene- 


ral, Air, or Seaſon, Oc. than in the 


Virulency of the Contagious Matter, 


or the Strength of” tlie Malignity, ſince 
were it otheewik 


Wiſe, it were 2 garce poſſi- 
ble for any to Ee cſrape.” =! 
My Apology: -AS yet to the learned 
and ingenious Pr. Mead is probably 
neceſſary, tho' I think I need fay no 
more than this, that if J am found 
wrong, I do but add to his Credit, and 
it right, it ought not to leſſen his, fince 


the 


138 


the Publick is very much obliged to him 
for his good Endeavours ; and if I have 
been able, or found it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to endeavour to invalidate one 


or two of his Thoughts, he very poſ- 
fibly may find me Guilty of many more 
Errors; and which, when convinc'd of, 
I ſhall make noScruple to acknowledge, 
fince I write not for Victory, but the 
Piublick Good. 
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ting of a Corn, or the Prick of a 
Needle, or of a Thorn in the Finger, 

ſome of an ill habit of Body have ayd of 3 
it, whilſt others have eſcap'd with lit- 
tle or no Damage even from the Bite of 
the moſt venemous Viper. Now that 
theſe Steams or malign Particles will 
extend themſelves and even be ar- 
ried farther or nearer by the Winds, 
and which I cannot much doubt, will 
communicate themſelves to the neigh» 
bouring Parts, in ſpight of all Lines 
of Circumvallation or ſuch like Care, 

ſeems to me indiſputable. And the 
Communication will very probably be 
In Proportion to the Winds, that 1s, if 
there's little or no Wind, more People 
will ſuffer where the Contagion is 
more immediately raging, ſmall 
Breezes, they will be more 3 
but the Contagion will prove more ex- 
tenſive, ſo as to affect the Neighbour- 
hood, and conſequently they will ſuffer 
accordingly ; ; but if the Winds. ſhould 
prove ſtrong and N they will 

then 
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the Publick is very much obliged to him 
for his good Endeavours ; and if I have 
been able, or found it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to endeavour to invalidate one 
or two of his Thoughts, he very pol- 
fibly may find me Guilty of many more 
Errors ; and which, when convinc'd of, 
I ſhall make noScruple to acknowledge, 
fince I write not for Victory, but the 
Publick Good, : 
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ting of a on or — Prick of a 
Needle, or of a Thorn in the Finger, 
ſome of an ill habit of Body have dy d of 
it, whilſt others have eſcap'd with lit - 
tle or no Damage even from the Bite of 
the moſt venemous Viper. Now that 
theſe Steams or malign Particles will 
extend themſel ves and even be car- 
ried farther or nearer by the Winds, 
and which I cannot much doubt, will 
communicate themſelves to the neigh» 
bouring Parts, in ſpight of all Lines 
of Circumvallation or ſuch like Care, 

ſeems to me indiſputable. And the 
Communication will very probably be 
in Proportion to the Winds, that is, if 
there's little or no Wind, more people 
will ſuffer where the Contagion is 
more 5 raging, if ſmall 
Breezes, they will be more releived, 
but the Contagion will prove more ex- 
tenſive, ſo as to affect the Neighbour- 
hood, and conſequently they will ſuffer 
accordingly ; ; but if the Winds. ſhould 
prove ſtrong and Pome they will 

then 
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the Publick is very much obliged to him 
for his good Endeavours ; and if I have 
been able, or found it abſolutely ne- 
ceflary to endeavour to invalidate one 
or two of his Thoughts, he very poſ- 
ſibly may find me Guilty of many more 
Errors ; and which, when convinc'd of, 
I ſhall make noScruple to acknowledge, 
fince I write not for Victory, but the 
Publick Good. - 
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ting of a Con or the Prick of 4 
Needle, or of a Thorn in the — 
ſome of an ill habit of Body have dy d of 
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fit, whilſt others have eſcap'd with lit- 
q tle or no Damage even from the Bite of 
e | the moſt venemous Viper. Now that 
> | theſe Steams or malign Particles will 
> | extend themſelveyy-and even be car- 
E | ried farther or nearer by the Winds, 


and which I cannot much doubt, will 
communicate themſelves to the neigh» 
bouring Parts, in ſpight of all Lines 
of Circumvallation or ſuch like Care, 
ſeems to me indiſputable. And the 
Communication will very probably be 
in Proportion to the Winds, that is, if 
there's little or no Wind, more people 
will ſuffer where the Contagion is 
more immediately raging, if ſmall 
Breezes, they will be more releived, 
but the Contagion will prove more ex- 
tenſive, ſo as to affect the Neighbour- 
hood, and conſequently they will ſuffer 
accordingly ; ; but if the Winds ſhould 
prove ſtrong and pom they will 
then 
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then in all likelihood fo diſſipate and: 
_ diſpel the malign Steams and Particles, 


as not to prove ſo very dangerous where 
they fall,unleſs where there's a very ill 


Diſpoſition of Air er Body, ſo as to 


feed ſuch Particles; ſince certain it is, 
that a healtful Body may readily aver- 
came a little of almoſt any Poiſon what- 
r em 

Tbis Opinion of the malign Atoms 
in the Air, and of their being 'carry'd 
fram one Place to another is yet 
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'* In converſing with that eminent and ingenious Per- 
ſon Dr. R. Mead, he was pleas'd to inſinuate, that if the 
Air had been infected in the laſt general Contagion here 
in London, (and thus to be communicated from one Place 


„ 


fides London (the Great Mart for that diſmal Malady) yet 
whether ſent or communicated to thoſe Places by People: 
or Winds, is not fo certain; but certain it is that many 
Places eſcaped cafily, and others altogether, even * 

| | |, 3 3 T1 ited, 


more 


